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people who are committed to telling 
their stories and honoring those who 
have served. The local northwest Mon-
tana chapter of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America in the Flathead Valley, 
which now has more than 100 members, 
has been an important partner working 
to ensure veterans who fought in the 
Vietnam war are receiving the care, 
honor, and distinction they have 
earned. 

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
has become an invaluable part of the 
community, hosting bingo events at 
the Montana veterans home, providing 
residents and staff with an annual pic-
nic, helping with many ceremonies, 
and working with the Flathead Valley 
Community College Veterans with a 
scholarship for veteran students. 

John Burgess and the northwest 
Montana chapter of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America are carrying on this 
legacy of service September 7 to 10 
with the arrival of the traveling Viet-
nam veterans memorial wall in Kali-
spell. Through ‘‘Bringing the Wall that 
Heals,’’ countless Vietnam veterans 
and their families with be presented 
with an opportunity to find peace and 
closure while honoring those we have 
lost in service. This special event helps 
mark the 35th anniversary of the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. 

On Veterans Day of 1996, the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund unveiled a 
half-scale replica of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial in Washington, DC, de-
signed to travel to communities 
throughout the United States. Since 
its dedication, the ‘‘Wall That Heals’’ 
has visited more than 400 cities and 
towns throughout the Nation, spread-
ing the memorial’s healing legacy to 
millions. 

To John, the northwest Montana 
chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America and all those who dedicated 
their lives to this country in service, 
on behalf of myself, Montana, and our 
Nation, I extend my greatest thanks 
for your enduring bravery, service, and 
self-sacrifice.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE S. HAERLE 

∑ Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize, with the highest re-
spect, the service and life of George 
Shepard Haerle for his dedication to 
serving Indiana and the Nora Commu-
nity Council, NCC. Over the course of 
NCC’s 50-year history, George has vol-
unteered 47 years of his own to leave an 
indelible mark on the Nora commu-
nity. The great State of Indiana is 
proud of and ever thankful for George’s 
distinguished commitment and exem-
plary service. 

Since its founding, the Nora Commu-
nity Council has covered 12 square 
miles with 25,000 to 28,000 Hoosier resi-
dents, including 60 local neighborhoods 
under the civic umbrella. As a chair-
man of the NCC, George commits hun-
dreds of hours each year to promote 
growth, development, and the general 
welfare of the Nora community. 

George Haerle’s renowned service was 
rightfully recognized on July 29, 2017, 
when Governor Eric Holcomb bestowed 
upon him Indiana’s most prestigious 
designation, a Sagamore of the Wa-
bash. George follows in the footsteps of 
his father, Rudolf K. Haerle, who was 
also recognized as a Sagamore of the 
Wabash for his contributions to the 
State as the first president of the Civil 
War Round Table and a former long-
time member of the Library Board of 
the Indiana Historical Society. 

George has not only been a role 
model for the NCC, but he has also 
been an outstanding advocate for the 
community of Nora-Northside. His re-
markable service is exceeded only by 
his devotion to his amazing family, in-
cluding 7 daughters, 1 son, and 18 
grandchildren. On behalf of myself and 
all Hoosiers, for his selfless and life-
long commitment, George is worthy of 
the highest praise. I feel truly privi-
leged to have him as a fellow and life-
long Hoosier.∑ 
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90TH ANNIVERSARY OF BOY 
SCOUT TROOP NO. 533 

∑ Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, it is my 
great pleasure to pause and recognize 
the accomplishments of Boy Scout 
Troop No. 533 from my home State of 
Indiana. For the past 90 years, Boy 
Scout Troop No. 533 in Munster, IN, has 
been instilling the values of respect, 
honesty, and leadership in young Hoo-
siers that have had a lasting impact on 
our State. I am very proud of troop No. 
533 for all of their service over the past 
90 years and applaud their dedication 
to bettering their community. 

Boy Scout Troop No. 533 was formed 
in 1927 by Munster native Mr. Muary 
Kraay when he was in eighth grade. 
Since its founding, troop No. 533 has 
been active in their community. Dur-
ing World War II, the Boy Scouts orga-
nized parades and rallies for war bonds, 
planted community gardens, practiced 
blackout drills, and participated in 
wartime recycling programs. On June 
14, 1947, when President Coolidge dedi-
cated Wicker Park in Highland, IN, 
troop No. 533 was there to welcome 
him. The Boy Scouts also had a crucial 
role during the September 2008 flooding 
of the Little Calumet River. In antici-
pation of the flood, troop No. 533 as-
sisted in filling sandbags, and after the 
flood, they assisted in yard cleanup and 
regraveling driveways. Over the past 90 
years, Boy Scout Troop No. 533 has pro-
duced over 100 Eagle Scouts, one of the 
highest levels of honor a Boy Scout can 
achieve. 

I would like to thank Boy Scout 
Troop No. 533 for their 90 years of out-
standing public service. On behalf of all 
Hoosiers, congratulations on your 90th 
anniversary.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 1757. A bill to strengthen border secu-
rity, increase resources for enforcement of 
immigration laws, and for other purposes. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. BARRASSO, from the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works, without 
amendment: 

S. 1359. A bill to amend the John F. Ken-
nedy Center Act to authorize appropriations 
for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 115–144). 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1057. A bill to amend the Harmful Algal 
Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Act of 1998 to address harmful algal blooms, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115–145). 

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute: 

S. 870. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to implement Medicare 
payment policies designed to improve man-
agement of chronic disease, streamline care 
coordination, and improve quality outcomes 
without adding to the deficit (Rept. No. 115– 
146). 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 1393. A bill to streamline the process by 
which active duty military, reservists, and 
veterans receive commercial driver’s li-
censes. 

S. 1532. A bill to disqualify from operating 
a commercial motor vehicle for life an indi-
vidual who uses a commercial motor vehicle 
in committing a felony involving human 
trafficking. 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1536. A bill to designate a human traf-
ficking prevention coordinator and to expand 
the scope of activities authorized under the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion’s outreach and education program to in-
clude human trafficking prevention activi-
ties, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. CORKER for the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

*Jay Patrick Murray, of Virginia, to be Al-
ternate Representative of the United States 
of America for Special Political Affairs in 
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